Active V Passive Defence

As a defender, the most important concept to grasp is: Should we be "safe" or "attack?" Should we
be "Passive or Aggressive?"

Aggressive is cashing your tricks before declarer discards losers in that suit, or leading trumps to stop
declarer ruffing in dummy.

Passive is leading a solid sequence or a suit we know is safe even if we know declarer can ruff that
suit.

The idea behind passive defence is you don’t want to open up a suit for the declarer, so instead you
lead back something safe and make declarer open that suit.
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In this example partner (west) leads the club Q.

East can see there is only one trick available with clubs, as declarer has the king and with the long
diamond suit in dummy East must act aggressively and overtake with the club ace and lead into
dummy's weakness in hearts. (otherwise declarer will make 12 tricks)

If there are no threatening side suits in dummy it is usually best to stay passive but always try to
identify declarer's plan using dummy as a clue for the best defence.



